AND ANNETTE VALLON         75

XIV

ANNETTE now returned to her friends, the Chouans
of Blois, who in spite of their ever-dwindling hopes,
kept up their hostile manoeuvres against the Chief
Consul. But most of her troubles were caused for a
time by her 'brother Paul* Though they now weighed
more heavily on her, their origin dated far back, and
she may have told part of them to Wordsworth
during her interview with him*

When the capital sentence pronounced on Paul
in 1793 had been cancelled, he had gone back to
Orleans again to fill his post of notary's clerk in
Mail re Courtois's office* But he did not recover his
balance for a time* He was then in the state of mind
of many who gave themselves up wholly and pas-
sionately to pleasure as a compensation for their
past anxieties* To his misfortune he made in 1795
the acquaintance of a certain "Mme. cle Bonneuil/'
whose beauty and whose alleged brilliant connections
were then setting the hearts of the youth of Orleans
on ilrc.1 She was, as a matter of fact, a woman of
the name of Rifflon whose father was a skinner at
Bourges* She bad had countless love intrigues,
several of them with members of the nobility and
famous people whose names gave prestige to her
tales* Among many others she quoted the names of
M, dc Bellegardcj described as an extravagant spend-
thrift: as for as women were concerned, whom she
knew at Versailles under the old regime; more

* The whole Bomwul episode is related from papers in the
Archives iitttiimates, F 6340, The main facts are gathered
innu Paul VaUon'js declarations to the police.know what steps he took to assist the mother of his
